COVID-19 School Re-Opening Plan for Fall 2020
NOTE: The following Re-Opening Plan is dated as of October 5, 2020 and is subject to
amendment in light of new guidelines and requirements that may be established in the future.
SGCS is committed to operating in line with Center for Disease Control (“CDC”), California
Department of Education (“CDE”), and Los Angeles Department of Public Health (“LADPH”)
requirements, protocols and guidelines for re-opening. We plan to re-open 5-days per week with
rigorous health and hygiene protocols. We will enhance our safety protocols with symptom
screening for everyone entering the campus, enhanced cleaning campus-wide, strict use of
masks, and limited visitors to our campus.
All students returning to campus will be required to have a signed “WAIVER OF LIABILITY AND
HEALTH SCREENING AGREEMENT” on file with the school.
If your household has a medical need for long-term distance learning (such as living with a family
member in a high-risk category or having a student with underlying health conditions), please
contact Mrs. Bialon directly to discuss an alternative distance learning program that will be
available on a limited basis. This program will be offered on a first-come-first-serve basis and will
be capped at 2 students per grade level.
Health and Hygiene Protocols
Daily Health Checks/ Contactless Drop-Off/ Pick-Up
Students and staff will be screened before entering campus each day. There will be designated
drop-off zones and health check stations set up for each child to be assessed. The same
designated drop-off zones will be used for a contactless pick-up at the end of the day. We ask
that only the student(s) exit their vehicle. These health check stations will include a visual
wellness check, a temperature check by a staff member with a touchless thermometer, and an
overall health assessment. Students will also be asked if they or anyone in their home is
exhibiting COVID-19 symptoms. Hand sanitizer will be provided for each student before they
enter campus. Staff and students will be monitored for COVID-19 symptoms throughout the day.
Enhanced Campus Cleaning
The school facilities will receive increased levels of cleaning and sanitizing. A deep clean of the
campus will take place before students return for the school year. Each night the classrooms will

be properly sanitized and cleaned. There will be an increased level of cleaning in frequently used
areas and high-touch areas such as bathroom surfaces, banisters, door handles, light switches,
sink handles, tables, student desks, and chairs.
Social Distancing
Cohort Groups for Elementary
Students will stay with their grade level class all day, including specialty classes and recess. This
includes assigning designated play-zones during recess and lunch times as recommended by the
CDC and CDE. Students will remain with their class all day, and accommodations will be made for
specialty classes via online.
Cohort Groups for Middle School
Students will stay with their class cohorts all day, including specialty classes and recess. In
middle school, the teachers will rotate, not the students. This includes assigning designated playzones during recess and lunch times as recommended by the CDC and CDE. Students will remain
in the same classroom for core subjects, and accommodations will be made for specialty classes
via online.
Classrooms
All student and teacher desks will maintain the proper social distance recommended by the CDC.
All non-critical furniture (extra tables) and areas of possible crowding (carpets) will be removed
from the classrooms. Teachers will be provided with protective screens to meet with students
individually. Proper classroom ventilation recommendations by the CDPH will be adhered to (i.e.
targeted filter rating).
Lunch Tables
It is recommended by the CDE that lunch be eaten outside and not in an enclosed space.
Students will eat their lunches at the lunch tables while practicing social distancing (3 students
per lunch table). Students will be required to wash their hands before and after eating.
Instructions and assistance (for younger students) will be given for removing face coverings for
eating.
Outdoor PE & Recess
In accordance with CDC, CDE, and recommendations from Shape America (Society of Health and
Physical Educators), we will continue to have PE and recess time. PE will take place outside with
extended social distancing (more than 6 feet). Students will be able to remove their masks
during rigorous activity as long as extended social distancing is adhered to. Coach Pearce and
yard aids will provide individual equipment for students, such as hula hoops and jump ropes,
that will be disinfected after use. Social distancing play options will be offered. During PE and
recess, students will remain with their cohorts and will not mix with other grade levels or
cohorts. Yard aids will supervise students and enforce social distancing. Students will be
required to wash their hands before and after recess. Instructions and assistance (for younger
students) will be given for removing face coverings for PE and Recess. Middle school PE will not
dress out.
Personal Hygiene
There will be regularly scheduled hand-washing and hand sanitizing. All students must wash or

sanitize hands as they enter campus and classrooms. Students will wash their hands before and
after eating lunch. The school will be installing outdoor handwashing stations and handsanitizing gel will be available in every classroom.
Change in Schedule
Based on recommendations from the CDE, we will abbreviate the school day by 45 minutes to
reduce the amount of time spent on campus. All additional after school programs are optional
such as daycare and possible sport participation. In order to accommodate for an abbreviated
school day without subtracting instructional time, we will tweak a few areas in the schedule,
such as our third recess in the afternoon. This will also reduce gatherings. Additionally, the 45
minutes will allow teachers to train for possible distance learning periods and plan distance
learning activities for students that remain at home. This time will also allow for enhanced
cleaning of our campus. The school day will end at 2:00 pm. Day Care will be provided at no-cost
from 2:00- 3:00 pm for students that need to stay until 3:00 pm (normal end time).
Sports/ Orchestra/ Band/ Choir
The athletic programs will follow all LADPH requirements, protocols, and guidelines.
Our strings and orchestra will continue as normal with social distancing. During these classes,
students will not be with their assigned cohorts but will practice safe social distancing. Time will
be provided for the classrooms to be cleaned.
Band will not be provided in the fall due to health care recommendations but will resume when
it is safe to do so.
All levels of choir will continue via Zoom with Miss Lysne.
Face Coverings
All staff
All staff will be required to wear face coverings throughout the entire day. In accordance with
the CDPH, teachers will use face shields in a limited capacity for educational purposes when it
best serves the students. Face shields provide students the ability to see their teacher’s facial
expression, pronunciation of words and phonological instruction, which are imperative for
quality instruction. While using a face shield, teachers will practice social distancing. Face shields
will not be worn outside of the classroom.
TK- 2nd grade Students
Students will be required to wear a face covering throughout the day except for lunch, PE and
recess as specified above. Students are required to bring 2 face coverings to campus each day.
Students can wear a surgical mask or a cloth face mask (if there is specific need a face shield
could be worn). Click here to see various options. Face masks should adhere to the outer wear
wardrobe policy, meaning they may be any color or pattern. Masks with suggestive or

inappropriate writing, slogans, pictures, emblems, logos, etc. that are contrary to God’s Word or
a Christian lifestyle are not permitted.
3rd – 8th grade Students
Student will be required to wear a face covering throughout the day except for lunch, PE and
recess as specified above. Students will be required to bring 2 face coverings to campus each
day. Students can wear a surgical mask or a cloth face mask. Masks with suggestive or
inappropriate writing, slogans, pictures, emblems, logos, etc. that are contrary to God’s Word or
a Christian lifestyle are not permitted.
Hallway Flow
In order to minimize the number of classes passing at one time and reduce hallway traffic,
specific signage will be displayed in areas to prevent student clustering and interaction.
Classrooms will have entrance and exit doors to help maintain social distancing during transition
times. Hallways and doorways will be clearly marked. In middle school, the teachers will rotate,
not the students to further reduce hallway traffic. Middle school students will not use lockers
this fall.
Food Services
Students are required to bring their own lunch. To limit visitors and other adults on campus,
parents will not be allowed to deliver lunch to campus. In addition, outside services cannot be
used to provide lunch. If a student begins the school day without a lunch, the student will
automatically receive a school packaged lunch from the school office. Students will eat outside
socially distanced with their cohorts during lunch.
Water
Students should bring their own water bottles labeled with their name. Water fountains have
been shut off as recommended by the CDC. However, students can use the touchless filling
station in the gym to refill their water bottles.
Supplies
Students will need to bring their own supplies for high-touch materials such as markers and
pencils. These materials will be specified in the classroom material list that was previously sent
out. Additional materials will be needed this year to ensure a safe environment for our students.
You will see sanitizer and other personal hygiene products on the list this year. If you would like
to donate additional supplies or make a monetary donation, please contact Mrs.
Bialon via email.
Chapels
All chapels will be outside or streamed into the classroom.

Outside Visitors
Parent Meetings
All parent teacher meetings will take place via Zoom in the fall.
Training
Students
Students will watch school-created training videos and have daily teacher instructions regarding
the following:
• Proper handwashing (with our school song for handwashing)
• Proper hand sanitizing
• Avoiding contact with one’s eyes, nose and mouth and covering cough and sneezes
• Practicing social distancing in the classroom, hallways, and at recess
• Drop off and pick up procedure
• Standing in line for lunch, recess, and teacher pick-up lines
• Proper face-covering use, removal (in paper bag properly labeled) and washing
• Other COVID related training from the CDPH guidelines
Teachers
All staff will be trained on CDPH guidelines to reduce likelihood of COVID-19 transmission.
Consideration for Partial or Total Closure
If necessary, we will be fully prepared to shift from on-campus schooling to short periods of
remote learning. Any potential interruptions to on-campus schooling are expected to be shortlived to allow for special cleaning and sanitizing measures and not for indefinite, prolonged
closures. Protocols and use of online platforms will be put in place from the start of the year in
all grade levels to ensure a seamless transition. In such event, students will engage daily with
lesson plans provided by their teacher. Students will participate remotely using Google
Classroom and will receive instruction via Zoom or teacher-created instructional videos for core
subjects specified by the teacher. For students in K-5, teachers will interact daily using Zoom and
provide direct instruction in all core subject areas either through instructional videos or Zoom.
Middle school teachers will do a blend of instructional videos and Zoom interactions since
students have multiple teachers. K-5 specialty classes will be provided for students but will not
be mandatory. Middle school specialty classes will require participation.
Potential Classroom/School Closure
In the event that a student, teacher, or staff member tests positive for COVID-19 and has
exposed others in the school, the following steps will be implemented:
• In consultation with the local public health department, SGCS will decide whether a
school closure versus a cleaning and quarantine of exposed persons or other intervention
is warranted, including the length of time necessary, based on the risk level within the
specific community as determined by the local public health officer.
• Closing the classroom or office where the patient was based, waiting at least 24 hours (if
possible) before cleaning and disinfection, and not using the areas until after cleaning
and disinfection.
• Temporarily closing additional areas of the school visited by the COVID-19 positive
individual for cleaning and disinfection.
• Implementing communication plans for students, teachers, staff and the community for

•
•
•
•

exposure at school and potential school closures.
Providing information to staff regarding labor laws, disability insurance, paid family leave
and unemployment insurance.
Providing guidance to parents, teacher and staff, reminding of the importance of
community physical distancing measures while the school is closed and discouraging
students or staff from gathering elsewhere.
Providing a continuity of education plan to parents, teachers, and staff.
Maintaining regular communication with the local public health department.

We will consult with a public health officer of any positive COVID-19 cases. Classroom cohorts
will be sent home if there is a confirmed case. The classroom will be disinfected in adherence
with the CDPH recommendations. If 5% of the school is positive or multiple cohorts are positive,
the school will be sent home. The school will be disinfected in adherence with the CDPH
recommendations. Students and staff can return when they meet the CDC criteria to discontinue
home isolation, including 3 days with no fever, improvement of symptoms and a wait time of at
least 10 days since symptoms first appeared.
Surveillance Testing of School Staff
School staff are essential workers, and staff includes teachers, paraprofessionals, cafeteria
workers, janitors, bus drivers, or any other school employee that may have contact with students
or other staff. Staff will be tested periodically, as testing capacity permits and as practicable.
Examples of recommended frequency include testing all staff over 2 months, where 25% of staff
are tested every 2 weeks, or 50% every month to rotate testing of all staff over time. Staff will be
directed to coordinate testing with their primary care physician.

We strongly recommend that all students and staff be immunized each autumn against influenza
unless constrained by medical conditions.
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COVID-19 and Reopening In-Person Learning
Framework for K-12 Schools in California, 2020-2021 School Year
July 17, 2020
Overview
California schools have been closed for in-person instruction since mid-March
2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. School closures to in-person instruction
were part of a broader set of recommendations intended to reduce
transmission of SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19. CDPH developed
the following framework to support school communities as they decide when
and how to implement in-person instruction for the 2020-2021 school year. New
evidence and data about COVID-19 transmission, including variations by age,
and the effectiveness of disease control and mitigation strategies continues to
emerge regularly. Recommendations regarding in-person school reopening and
closure should be based on the available evidence as well state and local
disease trends.
The CA School Sector Specific Guidelines, and the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention CDC have published additional guidance on school re-entry.
In-Person Re-Opening Criteria
Schools and school districts may reopen for in-person instruction at any time if
they are located in a local health jurisdiction (LHJ) that has not been on the
county1 monitoring list within the prior 14 days.
If the LHJ has been on the monitoring list within the last 14 days, the school must
conduct distance learning only, until their LHJ has been off the monitoring list for
at least 14 days.2
School districts in LHJs that are cities are considered to be included as part of the
county if the county is on the monitoring list.
2 A waiver of this criteria may be granted by the local health officer for elementary
schools to open for in-person instruction. A waiver may only be granted if one is
requested by the superintendent (or equivalent for charter or private schools), in
consultation with labor, parent and community organizations. Local health officers
must review local community epidemiological data, consider other public health
interventions, and consult with CDPH when considering a waiver request.
1
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Guidance Once Re-Opened to In-Person Instruction
How should schools think about testing?
Once schools are re-opened to at least some in-person instruction, it is
recommended that surveillance testing be implemented based on the local
disease trends. If epidemiological data indicates concern for increasing
community transmission, schools should increase testing of staff to detect
potential cases as lab testing capacity allows.
Who should be tested and how often?
School staff are essential workers, and staff includes teachers, paraprofessionals, cafeteria workers, janitors, bus drivers, or any other school
employee that may have contact with students or other staff. School districts
and schools shall test staff periodically, as testing capacity permits and as
practicable. Examples of recommended frequency include testing all staff over
2 months, where 25% of staff are tested every 2 weeks, or 50% every month to
rotate testing of all staff over time.
What if a school or school district reopens to in-person instruction, but the county
is later placed on the county monitoring list?
Schools should begin testing staff, or increase frequency of staff testing but are
not required to close.
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What measures should be taken when a student, teacher or staff member has
symptoms, is a contact of someone infected, or is diagnosed with COVID-19?
1.

Student or Staff with:
COVID-19 Symptoms
(e.g., fever, cough,
loss of taste or smell,
difficulty breathing)

Action
 Send home
 Recommend testing (If positive, see #3, if
negative, see #4)
 School/classroom remain open

Communication
 No Action
needed

Symptom Screening:
Per CA School Sector
Specific Guidelines
2.

Close contact (†) with
a confirmed COVID19 case





3.

Confirmed COVID-19
case infection









4.

Tests negative after
symptoms





Send home
Quarantine for 14 days from last exposure
Recommend testing (but will not shorten 14day quarantine)
School/classroom remain open
Notify the local public health department
Isolate case and exclude from school for 10
days from symptom onset or test date
Identify contacts (†), quarantine & exclude
exposed contacts (likely entire cohort (††)) for
14 days after the last date the case was
present at school while infectious
Recommend testing of contacts, prioritize
symptomatic contacts (but will not shorten 14day quarantine)
Disinfection and cleaning of classroom and
primary spaces where case spent significant
time
School remains open
May return to school 3 days after symptoms
resolve
School/classroom remain open



Consider school
community
notification of a
known contact



School
community
notification of a
known case



Consider school
community
notification if prior
awareness of
testing
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(†) A contact is defined as a person who is <6 feet from a case for >15 minutes.
In some school situations, it may be difficult to determine whether individuals
have met this criterion and an entire cohort, classroom, or other group may
need to be considered exposed, particularly if people have spent time together
indoors.
(††) A cohort is a stable group with fixed membership that stays together for all
courses and activities (e.g., lunch, recess, etc.) and avoids contact with other
persons or cohorts.
Guidance on School Closure
What are the criteria for closing a school?
Individual school closure is recommended based on the number of cases, the
percentage of the teacher/students/staff that are positive for COVID-19, and
following consultation with the Local Health Officer. Individual school closure
may be appropriate when there are multiple cases in multiple cohorts at a
school or when at least 5 percent of the total number of teachers/student/staff
are cases within a 14-day period, depending on the size and physical layout of
the school.
The Local Health Officer may also determine school closure is warranted for
other reasons, including results from public health investigation or other local
epidemiological data.
If a school is closed for in-person learning, when may it reopen?
Schools may typically reopen after 14 days and the following have occurred:
 Cleaning and disinfection
 Public health investigation
 Consultation with the local public health department
What are the criteria for closing a school district?
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A superintendent should close a school district if 25% or more of schools in a
district have closed due to COVID-19 within 14 days, and in consultation with the
local public health department.
If a school district is closed, when may it reopen?
Districts may typically reopen after 14 days, in consultation with the local public
health department.
State Resources for Case, Contact & Outbreak Investigations
California is committed to supporting local health departments with resources
and other technical assistance regarding school case, contact, and outbreak
investigations.
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WAIVER OF LIABILITY AND
HEALTH SCREENING AGREEMENT
I/we understand that San Gabriel Community Church and Christian School (SGCC/SGCS) cannot protect my
child/student and/or me from risks, which may be encountered as a result of my child attending the school and/or
participating in any school-sponsored program. I/we realize there are natural, mechanical, and environmental
conditions and hazards which independently or in combination with any activities engaged in while participating
in this program may result in the exposure to certain risks including exposure to coronavirus (COVID-19) and
the risk of being quarantined, or becoming ill that may result in medical care, hospitalization or death.
I/we understand these inherent risks and dangers involved with participation in the school providing its services
and acknowledge the existence of risks which are not obvious or predictable, and hereby intend this release to
extend to injury or loss which results from both obvious or predictable risks, as well as risks that are unpredictable
and not obvious and to extend to myself and my child/student, as applicable.
I/we hereby agree not to enter the campus of SGCC/SGCS nor permit my child/student to enter the campus if
I/they have exhibited or been in contact with another person who has exhibited any of the symptoms currently
listed by the Center for Disease Control and Prevention as Symptoms of Coronavirus within the previous 14
days.
In consideration for myself and my child/student, I/we, and any legal representatives, heirs and assigns, hereby
release, waive, and discharge San Gabriel Community Church and Christian School, its officers, directors,
employees, agents, and representatives from all liability for any loss or damage, and any claim or damages
resulting therefrom, on account of any injury, illness or exposure to and/or from contracting the coronavirus
(COVID-19) agents by me or my child/student attendance at and participation in the school, preschool,
extracurricular, and/or afterschool program, including any medical expenses, injury and/or death.
I/we agree to hold harmless and indemnify San Gabriel Community Church and Christian School, its officers,
directors, employees, agents, and representatives from any loss, liability, damage, or cost that may be incurred
due to my child/students participation in the aforementioned programs, whether caused by the negligence of
SGCC/SGCS or otherwise. I/we fully understand, on my behalf, and behalf of my child/student the risks
associated with the aforementioned participation and assume any risk associated therewith.
I/we understand that by signing this agreement, I/we are giving up on behalf of my child/student and myself
certain legal rights and remedies including the right for my child/student and/or myself to recover damages in the
event of death, personal and/or bodily injury of any kind, medical expenses, property loss or damage, expenses
of any nature whatsoever including attorney's fees, and other losses that my student(s) or that I/we may sustain
in association with my child's participation in the school, preschool, extracurricular and daycare programs.
I/WE HAVE CAREFULLY READ THE FOREGOING RELEASE AND KNOW AND UNDERSTAND THE
CONTENTS THEREOF. I/WE SIGN THIS RELEASE VOLUNTARILY AS MY FREE ACT WITH FULL
KNOWLEDGE OF ITS SIGNIFICANCE, INTENDING TO BE LEGALLY BOUND THEREBY.
Child(ren)’s Name: _______________________________________________________________________
Parent/Legal Guardian Name (Print): __________________________________________________________
Signature: _________________________________________________________

Date: _____________

Parent/Legal Guardian Name (Print): __________________________________________________________
Signature: __________________________________________________________

Date: _____________

